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Was Nelson Mandela iiber die Mission sagt

Ausziige aus einer Ansprache bei der Vollversammlung des Okumenischen Rates der Kirchen,
Harare (Simbabwe), 13. 12. 1998

[..] My generation is the product of church education. Without the missionaries and other religious
organizations | would not have been here today.

The government of the day took no interest whatsoever in the education of Africans, Coloureds and Indians.
The churches bought the land, built the schools, equipped them, appointed and employed people.
Therefore when | say we are the product of missionary education, | recognize that | will never have
sufficient words to thank the missionaries for what they did for us. But you have to have been in an
apartheid prison in South Africa to appreciate the further importance of the church. They tried to isolate us
completely from the outside. Our relatives could only see us once every six months. And we could only write
and receive one letter every six months. The link was religious organizations, Christians, Muslims, Hindus
and members of the Jewish faith. They were the faithful who inspired us.

The WCC's support exemplified in the most concrete way the contribution that religion has made to our
liberation. From the days when religious bodies took responsibility for the education of the oppressed
because it was denied us by our rulers, to support for our liberation struggle, whenever the noble ideals and
values of religion have been joined with practical action to realize them, it has strengthened us and at the
same time nurtured those ideals within the liberation movement.

It is therefore a matter of pride to us that democratic South Africa has a constitution that embodies those
values and ideals in whose name we enjoyed the support of the international community in our striving for
freedom and justice. [...]



